
Creswick	Valley	Residents’	Association	

Minutes	of	Annual	General	Meeting	2019	

	

Held		-	Monday	21	October	2019			in	the	Northland	Hall	

In	attendance		-				29	members.		

Proxy	votes	received	by	email	-		9.	

Introductions		

The	Secretary,	Sara	Clarke,	took	the	chair	and	thanked	the	members	present	for	giving	their	time	to	
attend.	Sara	introduced	the	Committee	members		and	also	welcomed		newly-elected		City	Councillor	
Rebecca	Mathews.	

Summary	of	CVRA	activity			

Sara	provided	the	meeting	with	a	summary	of	the	Association’s	activities	during	the	last	financial	
year	and	first	half	of	the	current	financial	year.	These	included:	

Meet	the	candidates	evening			
CVRA	held	a	very	successful	Meet	the	Candidates	Evening	in	the	Northland	Hall	on	23	September.			
This	was	attended	by	approximately	50	people	and	included	candidates	running	for	Mayor	and	
Western	Ward	Councillors.		

Bus	Network	Review	
CVRA	contributed	several	times	to	Bus	Network	Reviews	over	the	last	six	years,	gathered	community	
views	and	provided	submissions	to	GWRC,	Metlink,	and	a	public	meeting.	

Northland	Improvements	
CVRA	organised	a	drop-in	workshop	in	March	2018	(with	NMCC	and	architect	James	Fenton)	to	
create	a	concept	plan	for	improving	the	main	village	area,	which	may	be	developed	in	the	next	year	
in	conjunction	with	Council.	Local	traffic	issues	have	been	pursued,	including	getting	no	stopping	
zones	in	Garden	Road,	and	EV	charging	stations	installed.	

Curtis	Street	Earthworks	
CVRA	communicated	with	the	relevant	council	officers	regarding	consent	conditions,	and	over	
complaints	regarding	noise,	dust,	and	vibrations	during	the	earthworks	between	March	2018	and	
March	2019.					

Consultation	and	Liaison		
CVRA	made	submissions	on	the	dog	walking	area,	play	spaces	policy	review,	and	participated	in	a	
workshop	on	Council’s	Planning	for	Growth	Strategy.	Liaison	has	been	maintained	with	Northland	
Memorial	Community	Centre	(NMCC),	other	Wellington	and	Western	Ward	Residents’	Associations,	
and	Predator-Free	Northland	

Communications		
These	have	included	emailed	newsletters,	postings	on	Facebook,	Neighbourly,	and	CVRA	website.		
Where	applicable,	hard	copy	notices	are	also	posted	on	local	notice	boards.			

	



Financial	Report		

The	Treasurer,	Wayne	Newman,	presented	the	Financial	Report	for	the	year	to	31	March	2019	and	
explained	that	funding	for	the	association	is	now	solely	from	membership	fees	(currently	set	at	$10	
per	year	per	household),	as	WCC	effectively	no	longer	provides	operational	grants	to	Residents’	
groups.	Main	costs	are	printing,	(especially	plan	printing	last	year),	bank	fees	(especially	in	current	
year),	and	website	hosting.	Website	hosting	accounted	for	60%	of	costs	in	year	to	31	March	2019.		
The	Association	is	still	slowly	paying	off	an	interest-free	loan	which	was	used	to	mount	legal	
challenges	in	the	High	Court	and	the	Environment	Court	against	the	WCC	and	the	developer	of	the	
Curtis	Street	site.	The	motion	to	approve	the		Financial	Report	for	the	year	to	31	March	2019	was	
moved	and	carried.			

Setting	of	Fees		

The	matter	of	raising	fees	from	$10	per	year	was	discussed.		A	motion	to	increase	fees	to	$15	per	
year	per	household	was	moved	and	Carried.	The	motion	to	increase	the	annual	membership	fee	to	
$15	per	year	per	household	for	the	2020-21	year	was	then	put	and	carried.		

Changes	to	the	Constitution		

Rule	5.1.1	(d)	regarding	Management	of	the	Association.		This	Rule	requires	the	committee	to	have,	
in	addition	to	the	treasurer,	secretary	and	chairperson,	no	fewer	than	three	other	members.	
Proposed	change	to	read	“at	least	one	other	member”.	

Moved	and	Carried.	

Rule	5.1.3	regarding	Management	of	the	Association	stated	there	should	be	a	minimum	of	6	
committee	members.		Proposed	change	to	read	“there	should	be	a	minimum	of	4	members”.	

Moved	and	Carried.	

Rule	14.3	regarding	AGMs.		This	stated	the	quorum	shall	be	a	minimum	of	15	voting	members	in	
addition	to	the	current	Committee.		Proposed	change	to	read	“The	quorum	shall	be	a	minimum	of	5	
voting	members	in	addition	to	current	members	of	the	committee”.	

An	amendment	from	the	floor	proposed	that	this	rule	should	read	“The	quorum	shall	be	a	minimum	
of	9	members	of	which	at	least	2	must	be	on	the	Committee.”	Moved	and	Carried.	

This	amended	motion	was	Moved	and	Carried.	

Rule	15.2	regarding	Changes	to	the	Constitution.		This	stated	for	decisions	to	be	taken,	there	must	
be	a	quorum	of	at	least	15	voting	members	addition	to	the	members	of	the	committee.		Proposed	
change	to	read	“For	decisions	to	be	taken,	there	must	be	a	quorum	of	at	least	5	voting	members	in	
addition	to	members	of	the	Committee.	

A		proposal	from	the	floor	noted	that	this	rule	should	read	“The	quorum	shall	be	a	minimum	of	9	
members	of	which	at	least	2	must	be	on	the	Committee”	to	be	consistent	with	altered	Rule	14.3.	

This	change	was	accepted	and	the	amended	motion	put.	Moved	and	Carried.	

			

	

	



Election	of	New	Committee		

The	following	nominations	were	received:	

Chairperson	–	Sara	Clarke	

Treasurer	–	Wayne	Newman	

Secretary	–	Karen	Shaw		

Committee	Member	–	Daniel	Tulloch	

There	being	no	further	nominations	and	the	number	of	nominees	not	exceeding	the	number	of	
offices	vacant,	the	nominees	were	duly	declared	elected.	

General	Discussion	of	Local	Issues	for	CVRA	to	attend	to	going	forward	

Significant	Natural	Areas	–	A	local	resident	has	approached	the	Association	regarding	notification	
from	WCC	of	significant	natural	areas.		Council	has	posted	a	map	of	proposed	areas	on	its	website.		
For	Northland	these	include	green	spots	around	Albemarle	Road,	Military	Track,	Appleton	Park,	the	
Southern	end	of	Curtis	Street,	and	parts	of	Old	Karori	Road.		A	resident	noted	that	the	council	people	
who	visited	their	property	did	not	know	that	the	last	remnant	of	the	original	valley	and	its	trees	had	
recently	been	filled	in	with	council-consented	earthworks.		CVRA	will	post	a	link	to	information	on	
the	proposed	Significant	Natural	Areas	to	its	website	.		There	may	be	public	consultation	on	these	
areas	in	the	future	and	CVRA	will	keep	residents	informed.		

Parking	–	Members	expressed	concern	at	the	increased	number	of	vehicles	blocking	all	the	feeder	
roads	in	Northland.		This	is	thought	to	be	due	to	commuters	from	outside	Northland	parking	and	
then	walking	to	town.		There	has	been	a	marked	increase	in	parked	cars	on	local	streets	and,	from	
the	timing,	it	appears	to	be	due	to	the	bus	debacle,	as	opposed	to	residents	buying	more	cars.		
Streets	particularly	affected	are	Curtis	Street	between	Creswick	Tce	and	Chaytor	St,	which	has	a	
sharp	blind	bend	and	is	now	almost	impossible	for	two	oncoming	cars	to	pass	each	other	(at	least	
one	parked	car	has	been	damaged	by	trucks	that	could	not	get	past).	Another	area	is	the	road	
connecting	Northland	Tunnel	and	Raroa	Road,	where	people	are	parking	on	both	sides	and	causing	a	
very	narrow	approach	to	the	tunnel.		Some	commuters	are	parking	near	the	bend	leading	to	Raroa	
Road	and	on	Raroa	Road,	causing	difficulties	to	buses	trying	to	pass	through.	CVRA	will	attempt	to	
raise	this	with	WCC.		

Road	Reserve	at	the	Northland	Village	-	Residents	have	noted	that	there	are	many	hoardings	on	the	
green	area	near	the	intersection	of	Farm	Road	and	Northland	Road.		These	are	taking	over	a	public	
space.	Some	are	held	in	the	ground	with	Waratah	stakes	which	are	a	hazard.		Residents	also	noted	
that	a	significant	part	of	the	community	noticeboard	in	the	village	is	being	used	by	a	Real	Estate	
Agent,	thus	taking	up	space	which	cannot	be	used	by	community	groups.	CVRA	will	ask	WCC	
whether	there	are	regulations	surrounding	the	use	of	open	green	space	for	hoardings.		

Creswick	Park	-	A	member	asked	whether	there	would	be	any	interest	in	establishing	a	community	
garden	in	the	Creswick	Park	and	Play	Area.	CVRA	will	ask	members	for	feedback.	

Dumping	of	rubbish	on	Mairangi	Hill/Tinakori	Hill	-	A	member	raised	this	matter	and	noted	there	is	
a	lot	of	rubbish	being	dumped	in	the	area,	including	stolen	property.		He	suggested	people	remain	
alert	to	this	problem.		

Dog	Walking	Park	and	Skateboard	Arena	in	Ian	Galloway	Park	–	Members	asked	why	there	is	no	
public	toilet	near	the	dog	exercise	area	and	skateboard	ramps.		Many	people	have	been	seen	using	



the	nearby	bushes.		Sara	noted	that	CVRA	made	a	submission	when	the	dog	park	was	first	proposed	
and	we	were	assured	a	public	toilet	would	be	provided.		There	is	drainage	installed	for	hand	washing		
at	least.		CVRA	to	continue	to	press	this	upgrade	with	WCC.			

Association’s	name	-	A	member	noted	that	CVRA	is	the	only	Residents’	Association	in	Northland	and	
sees	itself	as	representing	all	residents	of	Northland,	but	the	name	suggests	the	Association	only	
represents	the	Valley	end	of	Northland.		When	the	Association	was	created,	the	name	was	chosen	
for	historical	reasons,	for	the	focus	on	the	valley	and	to	avoid	confusion	with	the	Northland	
Community	Centre	Committee	which	runs	the	Community	Centre.		A	suggestion	from	the	floor	was	
to	incorporate	Northland	into	the	name	informally,	as	it	was	acknowledged	that	changing	the	name	
and	acronym	of	a	well-known	organisation	is	fraught	with	difficulties.		The	committee	will	
investigate	the	issue	further.		

Lighting	-	There	was	a	proposal	to	ask	WCC	to	adopt	better	lighting	on	some	walkways	around	
Northland.		It	was	noted	that	many	parts	of	Wellington	now	have	LED	lighting	installed	under	the	
handrails	on	walkways	to	improve	lighting	on	the	paths.		Suggested	walkways	needing	this	include	
the	path	from	St	Anne’s	hall,	the	path	below	Creswick	Garage,	and	the	paths	around	Putnam	Street.	
CVRA	will	raise	this	with	WCC.			

	

The	meeting	ended	at	9	pm.		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


